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Abstract:  
360 degree feedback method takes feedback of all the co-workers, customers and staff members. 
The feedback provided may not be correct as there may be lot of biasing. If the feedback is 
provided fordrgopal.jahagirdar@mgi.ac.in the appraisal, promotion or dismissal of the employee, 
the co-worker may not give the feedback in favor of the employee due to envy or if the person is 
a close friend he may try to provide the feedback in the favor of the employee. There are advantages 
and disadvantages of this method. This research paper makes an attempt to find whether 360 degree 
feedback method is a good or a bad method. It also tries to find out whether it provides true 
feedback of an employee. In addition, it also tries to find out what can be the other advantages and 
disadvantages of this method. 
Keywords: appraisal, promotion, dismissal, feedback, supervisors, co-workers, ratings, rater, 
criteria 
 
Introduction: 
360-degree feedback is a review method to know the performance of the employee from managers 
or supervisors, reporting staff members, coworkers & customers and four to eight peers. Apart 
from getting feedback from supervisors and managers feedback is also taken from peers, co-
workers, customers hence it is called 360 degree feedback. In this different perspectives are 
collected from the seniors and the co-workers to know the strengths and weaknesses of the person. 
360-degree feedback helps in improving teamwork, using different resources and addressing the 
procedural issues which may go unnoticed.  The value of 360 degree feedback can improve 
decision making power for employee compensation and teamwork. It provides the knowledge 
about the skills and desired behavior required to fulfill the mission, vision, goals and values 
required. The changed behaviors can help in fulfilling customer expectations.  The opinions of the 
co-workers also add some information which may help adding value to the appraisal of the 
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employee. For e.g. co-worker may react by saying this worker is sincere and completes work 
before deadline.   Major advantages and disadvantages of the 360 degree feedback method are -  
Advantages of the 360 degree feedback 
• Various perspectives are received for providing feedback to the employees 
• It strengthens accountability and team work.  
• Procedural issues of the employees can be solved which may affect the growth of the 

employee 
• Specific areas for career development can be found 
• provides feedback to improve output 
• Consideration of various opinions reduces discrimination and bias  
• Provides information for training needs 
Disadvantages of the 360-degree feedback 
• If not implemented properly can cause issues in the organization 
• Helps in small portion of the performance measurement system 
• If not added properly in the existing performance plans fails to add value 
• Employee shortcomings and weaknesses are considered more as compared to strengths 
• As the process is unnamed prevents recipient from getting information 
• Huge data collection and processing is required 
• Feedback is sometimes provided by inexperienced raters, some groups may provide 
incorrect information [1] 
Objectives 
1) To study the effectiveness of 360 degree feedback. 
2) To find the advantages and disadvantages of the method. 
3) To find the reasons for its success and failure. 
4) To find the challenges to 360 degree feedback. 
Literature Review 
360 degree feedback is important today for the organizations as it helps organizations find the 
opinion of the customers and employees. It also is necessary for minimizing negative impact on 
organizations. Various authors have written a lot of material related to 360 degree feedback. The 
research done by few researchers is given below – 
Moxley in 1996 stated that 360 degree feedback is a part of management development process and 
is making managers more effective. It motivates and encourages the individuals. Managers can 
reengineer and motivate themselves throughout their career with the help of 360 degree feedback. 
This feedback is obtained for development of individuals and should be used carefully.  
In 2008 Newbold stated that 360 degree appraisals are classics and help in making powerful 
performance management system.  He further added that it should be aligned with the strategic 
aim of the organization. It is successful only when few factors like readiness of the organization, 
clear purpose, way of using, preparedness of the organization, effective feedback delivery.  
According to Tesla there is direct relation between self-perceptions and perception on leadership 
effectiveness. If the decision is taken without knowing full information it may not be the correct 



 
 
 

10249 
 

Ann. For. Res. 65(1): 10247-10253, 2022 
ISSN: 18448135, 20652445 

ANNALS OF FOREST RESEARCH 
https://www.e-afr.org/ 

© ICAS 2022 

decision.  When the stakeholders accept the organization positively organization can be successful. 
When all the team members understand their responsibility towards each other and find solution 
for it  
Rowe in 1995 initiated that 360 degree feedback depends on its culture. Without cultural fitness, 
feedback cannot be taken back in the later time. If large numbers of people are involved in the 
process quality of feedback is improved. Each one of them can make the process more effective. 
Morse in 2007 pointed out the gender differences in the 360 degree performance appraisal. In the 
study it was found that gender differences are not discriminated in the 360 degree appraisal system.  
Male managers are not treated separately as compared to female managers. This is the accurate 
method for data collection.  
Whiddett & Galpin in 2002 found out that 360 degree feedback method should be designed as per 
the organizational objectives and needs. Feedback can be used effectively in training, development 
and appraisal process which can lead to effective organizational performance. Before the 
implementation of this feedback system organizations should know the objectives and the process 
as a whole. It should also be clear that who will be rating and who should be rated. [2]  
360 degree feedback can fail as it collects the opinions of all. Even if the opinion given by one 
person is unfair and inconsistent the overall feedback will not be up to the mark. Secondly the 
understanding of the criteria for the appraisal is necessary then only designing and using the criteria 
will be useful. Also the relationship between assessor and assesse is mediated with the use of a 
particular criteria and the appraisal process hence careful design of the criteria is necessary. The 
climate of the organization must also be checked for the particular criteria utilization. It also can 
be the case that one group interprets the observation differently than another group. It may impact 
the 360 degree appraisal.  Sometimes the problem can be that self-ratings are different than ratings 
by others. Self-ratings cannot be accurate than ratings from peers and supervisors. Many times it 
happened that the raters may not be able to recall the past correctly. Sometimes it may be due to 
lapse of memory, oversimplification, wrong interpretation, improper justification. It also may be 
due to natural tendency of the people to show them favorably, rosily and in socially required colors. 
The bias can also due to protecting their self-esteem. People tend to hide their faults and 
highlighting their merits. Because of all these reasons self-rating can differ with the supervisors, 
co-workers etc. According to Campbell & Lee the difference in self and supervisor ratings comes 
due to – 1) unalike assessment criteria and perceptions. 2) Various disturbing processes like 
showing oneself innocent, projection and self-denial 3) Different cognitive processes. 360-degree 
appraisal depends upon -1) proper formulation of criteria 2) climate to express the strengths and 
weaknesses of each other 3) accurate operationalization.  
Even though there are problems in the self-ratings it is necessary and advantageous. According to 
Levine there are four reasons why people should access themselves -1) people can see the results 
of their actions.  2) They can get the information by observing others. 3) They get the opinions 
about their work 4) they can spend enough time to evaluate themselves.   According to Fox and 
Dinur (1988), individuals are capable of evaluating themselves correctly and using it predicting 
the performance.  According to Mabe and West the validity of self-assessment is more when self-
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appraisal is for external criteria. When they are asked to compare with each other and when privacy 
is guaranteed people have only two motives – present themselves accurately or favorably. 
Availability of the information for comparison increases the accuracy of the self-ratings. 
Multi characteristics of job behavior is seen while evaluation of work performance. Behavior of 
the employee can be different at different situations and time. His feelings, inner states, 
dispositions over a period of time can be different. [3] 
One advantage which can be obtained by the organization is strengthening the contacts between 
ratees and raters. It can also provide one more advantage to the raters. Raters may feel empowered 
and they will understand their right to speak.  In addition employees can understand the 
improvement areas in their performance. 360 degree feedback can also provide misalignment 
between internal and external stakeholder and they may communicate for the same. Deci and Ryan 
stated that good performance proved by 360 degree feedback may improve employee motivation. 
Heathfield in 2001 pinpointed that 360 degree feedback decreases race, gender and age 
discrimination. [4] 
360 degree feedback can fail for the reason that the feedback given by the co-workers may not be 
accurate when it is used for administrative purpose like promotion, increment, bonuses or for 
possibility of layoff. Feedback may not be impartial, fair and honest because they know that it 
might affect someone’s pay or promotion.  Employees may resist & sabotage such program. When 
ratings are for evaluation purpose and not for developmental purpose the ratings are changed by 
the rater. On the other hand the employee knows that his appraisal is negative, he may be under 
tension and may feel that all employees are against him. Also privacy of the appraisal is an 
important factor which will be problematic as employees may discuss the matter openly with each 
other and the privacy will be lost. [5] Weaknesses of 360 degree feedback includes requirement of 
substantial amount of cost. Levy and Albright (1995) stated that multi rater feedback may create 
discrepancies. It is also criticized for free choice of raters, as receivers can choose the raters which 
are close to them. One more negative aspect of this feedback is threat of negative emphasis on the 
performance of the receiver. The rater may point out the weaknesses of performer due to this 
appraising of managers will be difficult with the new work responsibilities. In order to avoid this 
manager should work carefully which will increase their work related to their jobs. [6] 
Another disadvantage of 360 degree feedback is it takes long time to complete. It may take 1-3 
weeks to communicate the purpose and process, as to how the feedback will be collected & used. 
1-2 weeks are required to select raters. Distributing can take one week and completing feedback 
may take 2-4 weeks. Feedback meeting can take 1-2 weeks. 6 -12 weeks are required to complete 
the process.  
In addition to maintain the privacy the employees cannot respond to the feedback which they think 
unfair. They can’t ask for clarification and cannot make any improvements.  
Favoritism can be one problem, lack of biasing is simply not possible with almost all employees 
& due to this the results obtained are not correct.  
 One more problem of 360 degree feedback is employees are given lot of suggestions owing 
to the data collected from the feedback. But it is very difficult for the employees to change the 
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behavior. The habits can be changed but bringing a lot of change is simply difficult. Instead 
employees can be provided with smart objectives which they can follow to get the expected results.  
Moreover 360-degree feedback is not reliable. US military also has criticized 360 degree feedback 
for its reliability and validity. According to them the reviews provided by the raters were inaccurate 
for the employees known for more than a year. They were written favorably or unfavorably. 
It has also been seen that 360-degree feedback do not improve performance and it reduced market 
value in some cases. The data is also not available for improving productivity, reducing grievances, 
improves retention and helps improve performance appraisal system.   
 Generally 360 degree feedback highlights negative points more as compared to positive. 
Employees do not agree with the strong points of others. Negativity does not provide 
encouragement and motivation. [7] 
360 degree feedback implementation has many challenges which can be listed as under – 
1) Difficulty in rating peers:  The employees find it difficult to rate peers and due to that they 
are reluctant for it. Employees may hesitate to provide feedback if it negative. For rating it is also 
necessary to right questions and rating scale. It is necessary to consider soft skills and attitude 
along with performance. 
2)   Negativity of employees towards feedback: Receiving negative feedback can be stressful 
as everybody expects positive feedback. You should check that the feedback is correct. In addition 
reviewees are interested in how the feedback will be used and for what purpose. They also would 
like to know its impact on promotion and increment decisions.   
3) Privacy concerns for 360-degree feedback: Respondents are always worried about their 
feedback privacy. So it is necessary to maintain privacy of the feedback so that it will not be 
disclosed. 
4) Inaccurate ratings: The feedback given can be biased as the employees can be soft towards 
their peers. Apart from this natural biases can also affect the validity of the ratings. 
5) Suggestions given on negative feedback can’t help improve performance:  Suggestion 
given by the peers may not be correct this is because the employees experience will be less to 
judge the colleagues. 
6) 360-degree feedback needs various viewpoints and perspectives. This can be problem with 
the small organizations where it will be difficult to gather the feedback. 
7) 360-degree feedback does not provide results:  It is very difficult to draw conclusion from 
large amount of data with different competencies and factors. 
8) Time consuming process:  Degree feedback is a time consuming process in which time is wasted 
in planning, designing and implementation. Time is also required to give feedback for many of the 
colleagues. HR team & Supervisors then has to extract the meaningful information from it which 
also requires some time. 
9) Open feedback culture: To have open feedback culture employees should be able to give 
feedback without any hesitation and fear. This type of culture needs to be developed. 
10)  Unwillingness of top management towards 360 degree feedback 
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Top management may not be interested in implementation of the 360-degree feedback. They find 
the process useless. [8] 
Findings: 
1) Generally, 360-degree feedback highlights negative points more as compared to positive. 
2) Employees do not agree with the strong points of others. 
3) Negativity does not provide encouragement and motivation. 
4) It has also been seen that 360 degree feedback do not improve performance and it reduced 
market value in some cases. 
5) Employees are given lot of suggestions owing to the data collected from the feedback. 
6) 360 degree feedback can fail for the reason that the feedback given by the co-workers may 
not be accurate when it is used for administrative purpose like promotion, increment, bonuses or 
for possibility of layoff. 
7) One disadvantage of 360 degree feedback is it takes long time to complete. 
8) 360 degree feedback helps in strengthening the contacts between ratees and raters. 
9) Self-ratings are important as they can provide a lot of information to the employee about 
their work, results of their actions, opinions about their work, time for evaluating themselves. 
10) The value of 360 degree feedback can improve decision making power for employee 
compensation and teamwork. 
11) 360 degree feedback is great tools to get lot of insights for help them grow and develop.   
Conclusion:  
360-degree feedback is not an effective method as it does not provide the accurate feedback of the 
employee. Moreover it also takes a lot of time to complete. 360-degree appraisal depends upon -
1) proper formulation of criteria 2) climate to express the strengths and weaknesses of each other 
3) accurate operationalization. Privacy cannot be maintained in 360 degree feedback. Multi rater 
feedback may create discrepancies. It is also criticized for free choice of raters, as receivers can 
choose the raters which are close to them. One more negative aspect of this feedback is threat of 
negative emphasis on the performance of the receiver. The rater may point out the weaknesses of 
performer due to this appraising of managers will be difficult with the new work responsibilities. 
In order to avoid this manager should work carefully which will increase their work related to their 
jobs. Another disadvantage of 360 degree feedback is it takes long time to complete. Favoritism 
can be one problem, lack of biasing is simply not possible with almost all employees & due to this 
the results obtained are not correct. One more problem of 360 degree feedback is employees are 
given lot of suggestions owing to the data collected from the feedback. But it is very difficult for 
the employees to change the behavior. The habits can be changed but bringing a lot of change is 
simply difficult. Instead employees can be provided with smart objectives which they can follow 
to get the expected results.  
Some benefits of 360 degree feedback can be – 1) it gives opportunity to the employee to study 
himself, to know his strong and weak points, to know opinion of others about him, get information 
by observing others, get the opinion about their work, results of their actions. It can also provide 
one more advantage to the raters. Raters may feel empowered and they will understand their right 
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to speak.  In addition employees can understand the improvement areas in their performance. 360 
degree feedback can also provide misalignment between internal and external stakeholder and they 
may communicate for the same. Good performance proved by 360 degree feedback may improve 
employee motivation. 
Suggestions: 
1) Instead of 360 feedbacks, continuous feedback can be used to avoid bias. Managers can 

meet frequently and check, discuss, suggest about the performance.  
2) For the success of the 360-degree feedback reliable raters should be chosen carefully to get 

correct information.  
3) The time required for the feedback process should be reduced in order to get maximum 

benefit out of it and to reduce cost. 
4) The climate of the organization must also be checked for the particular criteria utilization 

for the feedback. 
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ABSTRACT 
An aim of a study of the role of schools and colleges in the developing of Social Cohesion is going to 
be the main concern and is going to help the appearance of that custom of acceptance in all cultures and 
religions which are the foundation of progress as well as peace.  Social cohesion is going to be main 
pyramid in building up of native and culture in all countries.  In all cultures tolerance and mercy have 
always being ideals of education bonding and human behavior. The purpose behind the study is to study 
the behavior of educator expert frequently interprets on the deprived standard of education; bureaucrats 
and politician attempt to create  by spreading the means and tools usually try to come up with an 
uncreative as well as an accountability to the humanity. Educational challenges are dynamic, essential 
and influential in social cohesion. 
    
In this paper, to achieve the goals of democratic state we must respond towards the challenges in both 
immediate and continuous manner.   In education, it is going to be concern of building stepping stone 
for building the culture and tradition among the social cohesion based on which social sensitivity among 
the young generations, who are taking the schooling and higher education.  It is an absolute effort in 
understanding, can schools and colleges develop social cohesion among the group of civilization of the 
country or not, whether foreign universities or culture forces, the mitigation of high risk or culture among 
the civilian in building social cohesion among the societies.       
KEYWORDS: Social Cohesion, Higher Education, National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), 
UNESCO (United Nation Centers for Social Cohesion), Ministry of HRD (Department of Education), 
NCERT and Right to Education Act (RTE). 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 Emile Durkheim, the sociologist, was the first person to utilize the conception of social cohesion. 
Emile Durkheim, mentioned that social cohesion is society’s collation characteristics, by means of 
which the capability of a society to authorizing the contentment of all its fellows, lessening variances 
and evading demotion and believe a social cohesion.  This is the basis of social being and survival. Social 
cohesion is worldwide, interdependent and inseparable, belief by which we generate the holy family for 
human pride. 
Social cohesion also contributes to education and cohesion as ‘the most powerful generator of social 
capital’ in our society 3.   According to Putnam, R. D. (2004), education is supposed to provide linking 
capital to individual7.  Further, Vasiliki, K. (2011), scrutinizes the means of learning being correlated 
with social cohesion, mostly in education method sociology. Education can be observed as significant 
foundation which contributed to cohesion by mingling the fresh participants of the civilization, 
supporting them with skills and knowledge to achieve social involvement. 
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In the year 1993, Indian Government announced Protection of Human Rights Protection Act, which 
later on the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) functioned as a nodal agency to nurture and 
encourage the philosophy of Human Rights and to supervise operation as well as encroachments of 
Human Rights that moreover encompass social cohesion. Further, to its legislative revolution, 
significance towards education, environment structure as well as training for social privileges remained 
responsibilities occupied by means of NHRC.  
 
2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 Social cohesion, as an educational concept and as the unbiased of education program, is once 
again of considerable interest. A major contributor to economic growth in Social cohesion is Easterly, 
Ritzen, & Woolcock, 2006; Gradstein & Justman, 2002; Osberg, 2003, and essential for the development 
of democracy (Heyneman, 2000). The government of Canada has established a Social Cohesion 
Network to stimulate research on the topic (Stanley, 2003) and the European Union has created a 
regional development fund to promote economic and social cohesion. Several international agencies 
have published book-length policy proposals (Education Commission Forum, 2000; Roberts-
Schweitzer, Greaney, & Duer, 2006; Sojo & Uthoff, 2006). A number of research and policy conferences 
on social cohesion have been held around the world, and new work has been done on its measurement 
(Chan, To, & Chan, 2006; Green, Preston, & Sabates, 2003; Moody & White, 2003).  
 For avoiding social dissolution, Durkheim argued, few of them considered as societies developed 
a new method of unity built on societies’ respect of their common dependence. He likened this 
dependency to the relationship of individual persons in a society to the parts of a living body: each organ 
must carry out its own function properly to insure its own welfare and that of the other organs (hence 
organic solidarity). Social progress and survival in multifaceted societies, Durkheim argued, rest on on 
substituting the traditional basis for social unity—resemblances among persons--with awareness of 
mutual dependencies and widespread acceptance of a rule of rule leading the purpose of variances. 
Schooling, they hypothesized, is an significant mechanism for building living harmony, as it delivers 
personalities’ understanding and knowledge of the difficult organization of society and their room in it, 
also it delivers the values  and skills necessary for participating into the society.  

The growth of a complete method of education for social cohesion, peace and equality, 
implementation at all stages of education and available to all, is the continuing aim of UNESCO. In 
short, Naik, J. P. (1979), formal, informal and non-formal education is enclosed through the system 
progressed. Due to the joint exertions of educators, mass and families non-intergovernmental and inter-
governmental societies a ethos of social cohesion and equality needed to be developed. 
 
His recommendations are as follows:  

⮚ Survey of awareness about human rights amongst Schools and college students, university students, 
educational superintendents, SC people, ST people, individuals remaining below poverty line, child 
workers and their parentages, politicians, Panchayati Raj representatives, etc. 

⮚ Establishing demonstrations upon diverse features of legitimate requirements as well as their 
desecration. 

⮚ Transmit ready assessment of texts in the context of social authority defilement. 

⮚ Assessing tutorial room accomplishments of educator in the context of the authority of youngster. 

⮚ Reviewing newsprint report on violation of social rights. 
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⮚ Reviewing the difficulties regarding non-registration of the families in educational institutions as 
well as emerging strategy act to resolve difficulties. 

⮚ Appraising events like street plays, mono acting, etc., depicting several features of social rights. 

⮚ Learning diverse spiritual performs also accomplishments of ‘God-men’ who disrupt social rights. 

⮚ Reviewing complications faced by girls studying in co-educational institutes. 

⮚ Reviewing the problematic of female tutors in co-educational institutes. 

⮚ Learning the review aimed at identical opportunities in education-field. 

⮚ Culture the circumstances of at home-based work as well as extra work places. 

⮚ Reviewing fallacies current within the locality. 

⮚ Provided that curriculum development on social rights education. 

⮚ Learning degree of penalty assumed in schools and colleges that discourage youngster during school 
attendance. 

 
According to Easterly, et. al. (2006), social cohesion as a concept itself points towards a macro level 

analysis.  Taking into consideration the suggestions that were given by Naik, J. P. (1979) and Mohanty, 
S. B. (1979), following recommendation has been suggested for social cohesion in India. To nurture this 
kind of education it requires a actual rebellion in the complete education system. This one necessitates 
genuine teachers, secure and open social beings with basically favorable and warm approaches around 
students. Beginning of this kind of education doesn’t dependent upon their course design, not on their 
aptitude to carry a good lecture however it rest on  appearance of definite real features, that be present 
in the social association among the teacher and the student.   
 

Related features like, to be caring of their individual faith and added eager to pay attention to others; 
as well as  to be more democratic and fewer bureaucratic necessary for the purpose of  the organization 
and strategy makers to create social education imaginable.  
 

It is proper to mention, to carry such a rebellion is very difficult task. Among the teachers it is rather 
hard to crash the conservative propensity amongst several lecturers, educational management and 
creators of policy to whom altogether these innovative thoughts are merely undesirable. Social 
revolution has started and expects to perform in the desired manner.  It is required is to give this revolt 
certain thrust with the only emphasis on creation education truthfully open-minded and improved. 
Social Cohesion is the appearance of that custom of forbearance in all beliefs and values which are the 
foundation of progress and peace. It is external to recognize art, music, and literature and natural to 
entirely nation-states. Mercy and tolerance have constantly and in all values being morals of 
Government rules as well as social conduct. Professional mentor often remarks on the poor educational 
quality, politicians as well as bureaucrats trying to frame it on the unproductive side as well as a showing 
it as a liability towards the society. Educational challenges involved in Social cohesion are dynamic, 
vital as well as influential. We must react to such challenges instantly as well as constantly, achieving 
the objectives of independent state. 
 

Each type of society creates individual support to social cohesion. Administrative establishments 
organize the deliberation plus create the resources aimed at communal plan. Commercial establishments 
organize business activities also produce revenue. Communal establishments sponsor philanthropic 
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activities binding persons to ethical customs. A conversation tracks concerning the common function of 
schools also the reason countries investing into the schools. 
The idea of a social contract is wider than a legal contract. The social contracts contains for example, a 
readiness for the payment of taxes then achieve other community responsibilities; this might contain the 
readiness to contribute in community activities, preserve purity of one's property, action sensibly, or be 
a decent civilian. In illustrations wherever a humanity's common beliefs, like ethnic forbearance for 
one's fellow citizens, clashes with one's reserved view, the social contract of ethnic forbearance is 
predictable for taking priority, mainly in communal environments. Nations which are lacking fiscal 
growth are frequently related with an atmosphere in which agreements are not obligatory through several 
mechanisms, are also mainly not self-governing. 
 
3. PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL COHESION 
 The world today is more complex than the relatively small set of European countries observed by 
Durkheim. We may not expect, therefore, that problems of social cohesion are uniform across countries, 
or that they can be addressed effectively by a single set of educational policies. To illustrate this point 
we can consider four distinct settings or contexts in which social cohesion is of concern.  
 According to Putnam understanding of societal capital as based on persons’ values also trust 
matches Durkheim’s definition of social cohesion as (individuals’) recognition of interdependency. 
Some authors use the terms interchangeably. Others propose that social cohesion follows directly from 
increases in social capital (Carnoy, 1999; Gradstein & Justman, 2002; Heyneman, 2000; Silova, 
Johnson, & Heyneman, 2007). Connecting societal capital can be understood by way of referring to the 
cohesiveness of small (primary and face-to-face) groups, while bridging social capital is social cohesion 
at the level of large organizations and society.  
 Alternatively, the cohesiveness of a group is reflected in the number of independent ways in 
which members are connected to each other. This definition permits a quantitative expression of 
“structural cohesion” that has been validated on high school student populations and the boards of 
directors of American businesses (Moody & White, 2003).  . 
 
4. OBJECTIVES 
 The following objectives can be thought of as education would add to ‘social cohesion’ as a 
means: 
1. Schools and Colleges should  impart guidelines of the willing:  which are governing personal and 

radical act.   
2. Schools and Colleges were likewise projected for providing involvement unevenly reliable by 

person’s nationality philosophies, in consequence, declining the "distance" among persons of diverse 
backgrounds.   

3. Schools and Colleges organizations are probable to deliver an impartiality of opening intended for 
entire pupils.   

4. Community Colleges and Schools remain probable to unite interests also goals of several diverse 
clusters and at the similar period try to offer a collective supporting for nationality.   

5. Social cohesion is a anticipated consequence of education, however its importance spreads outside 
the Social cohesion may disturb the educational accomplishment susceptible students. 

6. Educationalists and analysts have debated that schools add further to the welfare of students and the 
greater culture than educational accomplishment, however the outline of huge organizations of 
responsibility have reduced the importance of additional assistances.   
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5. HYPOTHESIS. 
 H0: Social Cohesion can be achieved at its best during school and college years. 
 H1: Social Cohesion cannot be achieved at its best during school and college years. 
 
6. SCOPE OF THE RESEARCH 
 In the early 21st century social cohesion challenges are faced by the education systems that have 
kind of a historical model. What the students are expected to do and have the ability to do is not 
determined by the economic needs alone, but also by what it takes to be involved in such responsibilities 
as part of the citizenship. Partaking in political sermon in the 18th century didn’t demand for as much 
science as well as statistics as anticipated. In the 21st century, people must judge the ongoing challenges 
and uncertainties with firm statistical substructures–the assessment of contending claims above health 
and environment risk factor, the use of hybrid or genetically mutated food items, limits and boundaries 
in sexual behavior, etc. Overall, the basic essence involved in citizenship and standards with respect to 
numeracy and literacy have developed over the period of time. 
 
This study aims on social cohesion in helping for a social cause and to promote participation, 
interaction and most importantly, learning. 
   
 The primary focus of this study is for promotion of social cohesion, how the educators help the 
students in unitedly develop the habit of building social cohesion and cultivating the spread of ‘Unity in 
Diversity’.  India has moved on to become a knowledge-intensive economy, rather than accumulating 
the knowledge only to the specific people that depends on their standard, to all the people of the country.  
“Pune – as an Oxford of East”, it is obvious to have people with different ways of transferring 
knowledge.  The educator’s responsibility increases to build the students to by accumulating the 
different social campaign by experimenting and participating in all the activities.    
 
7. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 The research works employs survey method and expected to be carried out by visiting the 
different schools and colleges by carrying a survey method. 
     
 7.1. Primary Data: Undermined data is collected through survey method and which is original 
in nature.  This data is collected by distributing the questionnaire and getting filled by the concerned 
respondents.  For the purpose of this study, personally visiting the schools and colleges and distributed 
Questionnaire.   The entire purpose is social cohesion research such as education, researchers are 
interested in generalizing to specific groups.    
 7.2. Sample Selection: Initially, considering Pune as the Oxford of the East, the research has 
been carried out in Pune from India.  This research provides an empirical investigation of the relationship 
among the groups and building social cohesion in schools and colleges.  The data of collected in a survey 
is expected to be 30 different Schools and 20 difference colleges groups and accordingly 20-25 samples 
survey forms or questionnaires.   The data which we have researched in the form of completed 
Questionnaire have been used for further research. 
 7.3. Selection of region: Pune is called "The Oxford of the East", due to the well-known academic 
and research institutions in the city, Pune educational cities of India attract students from every nook 
and corner of the world.  Pune is known for its educational facilities, having more than a hundred 
educational institutes and nine universities.  
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 7.4. Selection of respondents: The required list of Schools and Colleges under Pune and PCMC 
are to be obtained by visiting Zilla Parishad and Dept. of Education web sites.   
 7.5. Secondary data: The secondary data is collected from reputed journals and magazines, 
newspapers, articles, internet websites and archives.   
 7.6. Questionnaire: Questionnaire is framed and data from the respected schools and colleges 
are to be taken.  Questionnaire is created with Likert scale and with multiple choices.    
 7.7. Testing of hypotheses: Hypothesis testing is a procedure to either accept or reject hypothesis.  
It recognises and identifies the relevant facts and gives direction to research study.  In this study 
hypothesis has been tested using percentages, Mean, and proper hypothesis testing methods have been 
followed. 
 7.8. Time Budgeting: The time budgeting for the survey is expected to be carried out in next 6 
months and for composing the reports another 2 months.  
 
8. LIMITATIONS: Following limitations are expected occur: 
 1. Research area is restricted to Pune and PCMC area. 
  2. Due to schools and colleges are closed as per the norm of Education department of   epidemic 

CARONA-19. 
  3. Time and other details vary according to time when approached by the researcher. 
 
9. CONCLUSION 
 Education contributes to the formation of individual social capital, but the correlation between 
aggregate levels of social capital and social cohesion (at the level of society) is mediated by other factors 
including democracy, the distribution of income, and cultural traditions. Social cohesion is determined 
in part by the absence of divisions in society, as measured by equality (or inequality) of income. Income 
inequality is produced in part by labor market structures that assign incomes, and in part by the dispersal 
of knowledge and skills in society, that is, by equality (or inequality) of education.  
 Social cohesion is going to be ultimate aim the survey report could be used on a large scale to 
consider it as a national survey in democratic government.  This survey is limited and the major 
constraints to rectification of these situations of deterioration include lack of resources and weak public 
institutions. The social cohesion system expanded to include all students in secondary schools and 
colleges, area of research.  Similar policies of positive discrimination are too adopted in other states 
countries to reduce differences in achievement levels between schools and colleges.   
 
10. REFERENCES: 
1. Easterly, et. al. (2006): Social Cohesion, Institutions and Growth: Center for Global Development, 

18(2), 103 - 120. www.cgdev.org 
2. Green, A. et.al. (2006): Education, Equality and Social Cohesion. A Comparative Analysis. Palgrave 

Macmillan Publications UK. ISBN: 9781–4039–87976. 
3. Green, A. et.al. (2001): Education and social Cohesion: Reentering and Debate. Peabody Journal of 

Education, 76(3 – 4), 274–284.  
[http://article.sciencepublishinggroup.com/html/10.11648.ijsedu.2016402.12.html#reference_3] 

4. Kantzara, V. (2010): Ta Oria Tis Ekpaideusis. Dokimia. Ekdoseis Atrapos, Athena. 
5. Mohanty, S. B. (1979): Education for Human rights. University News, 37(49), 14–19. 
6. Naik, J. P. (1979): Perspective of Formal and Non-formal Education. Journal of workers Education 

(Nagpur), 14(2), 1–8. 



ANVESAK 
ISSN : 0378 – 4568 UGC Care Group 1 Journal 

Vol. 52, No. 4 (II) January – June 2022 83 

 

          

[http://article.sciencepublishinggroup.com/html/10.11648.ijsedu.2016402.12.html#reference_12] 
[http://article.sciencepublishinggroup.com/html/10.11648.ijsedu.2016402.12.html#reference_6] 

7. Putnam, R. D. (2004): Education, Diversity, Social Cohesion and Social Capital: Note for 
Discussion in Meeting of OECD Education Ministers, Raising the Quality of Learning for all, 18th – 
19th March, Dublin. 
[http://article.sciencepublishinggroup.com/html/10.11648.ijsedu.2016402.12.html#reference_7] 

8. Ruskin, John (1979): Quotes of John Ruskin on the Meaning of 
Education. www.goal4success.com/educationquotes/index.thml. 

9. Vasiliki, K. (2011): The Relation of Education to Social Cohesion. Social Cohesion and 
Development, 6(1), 37–50. 

 [http://article.sciencepublishinggroup.com/html/10.11648.ijsedu.2016402.12.html#reference_9] 
10. Wolf, A. (2002): Does Education Matter? Myths about Education and Economic Growth. Penguins 

Books, London. 
11. DCLG. (2008). The Government’s Response to the Commission on Integration and Cohesion. 

London: 
12. Department of Communities and Local Government Demack, S., Platts-Fowler, D., Robinson, D., 

Stevens, A., Wilson, I. (2010). Young People and Community Cohesion: Analysis from the 
Longitudinal Study of Young People in England (LSYPE). Research Report DFE-RR033. UK: 
Department for Education 

13. DTZ. (2007). Evidence on Integration and Cohesion. Available online at: 
http:www.integrationandcohesion.org.uk/ (accessed 28.9.16) 

14. Home Office. (2005). Improving Opportunity, Strengthening Society: The Government’s strategy 
to increase race equality and community cohesion. London: Home Office 

15. Ipsos-MORI. (2007). Public attitudes towards integration and cohesion. Available online at: 
http://www.integrationandcohesion.org.uk/ (accessed 28.9.16) 

16. Laurence, J. and Heath, A. (2008). Predictors of Community Cohesion: Multi-level Modeling of the 
2005 

17. Citizenship Survey. London: Department of Communities and Local Government 
18. LGA, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, Home Office, Commission for Racial Equality. (2002). 

Guidance on Community Cohesion. London: Local Government Association LGA. (2004). 
Community Cohesion: An Action Guide: Guidance for Local Authorities. London: Local 
Government Association 

19. Osler, A. (2011). Education, social cohesion and cultural citizenship in P. Ratcliffe & I. Newman 
(eds), Promoting social cohesion: Implications for policy and evaluation. USA: University of 
Chicago Press 

20. Phillips, C., Tse, D., Johnson, F. (2010). Community Cohesion and PREVENT: how have schools 
responded? 

21.  Qualifications and Curriculum Development Authority (2010). Community Cohesion: Where next 
for schools? 
[http://www.globalfootprints.org/files/zones/teach/Key%20GL%20Documents/QCDAcommunity
cohesion.pdf] 

22. Saggar, S., Somerville, W., Ford, R., Sobolewska, M. (2012). The Impacts of Migration on Social 
Cohesion 
[https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/257237/social-
cohesion-integration.pdf]  



ANVESAK 
ISSN : 0378 – 4568 UGC Care Group 1 Journal 

Vol. 52, No. 4 (II) January – June 2022 84 

 

          

23. Trethewey, A., Menzies, L., Encountering Faiths and Beliefs: The role of Intercultural Education in 
schools and communities. [https://www.lkmco.org/encountering-faiths-and-beliefs-the-role-of-
intercultural-education-in-schools-and-communities/] 

24. Runnymede Trust & Think Global. (2011). Community Cohesion in Action: A curriculum   
planning guide for schools 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/policyResponses/ThinkGlobalBriefingForTeachersEtc.pd
f] 

25. http://www.hku.hk/socsc/cosc/intro.htm, 
26. http://www.uealc.at/en/Meetings_Calendar/Dates/March/2703EU-ACsocialCohesion.html  
 



Page |  

ISSN 2277-7067 
UGC CARE Group 1 

Volume- IX, Issue 1, 2022-2023 

             

 
     

     440  

STATUS OF STUDENTS MOVEMENT IN INDIA SINCE BRITISH PERIOD 
 

Prof. Vilas Navale 
Assistant Professor, SBIIMS, Pune. 

 
Prof (Dr.) Dhananjay B. Bagul 

Director, SBIIMS, Pune. 
 
Abstract: 
The paper discusses the status  of students movement  in Indian since british Period  The rational politics is integral part of 
human life to accomplish desired goals for the betterment of the society. There is a famous saying regarding politics “if politics 
decides your future then decide what your politics should be”. It is clear that politics decides fortune of people in the democratic 
society everywhere including India to struggle for due entitlements of the citizens. Therefore, politics becomes an inseparable 
part of any community to sustain the life of dignity and higher order. Students are also a specific and important community in 
the society, who engage themselves in activities related to the inclusive nature of education system. The students‟ politics in 

India has gone through different phases as pre independence, post-independence to 21st century. The present article includes 
some of the major facets of students‟ politics in India.it highlights the history of student politics in India and it includes the 
students ‟movements of pre-independence, post-independence and students politics in 21st Century.  
Keywords: Students‟ union, Students‟ politics, CharkaSwaraj, Students‟ Movement. 
 
Introduction: 
Students' union is student organizations present in many colleges, universities andhigher institutions. The students' unions are 
often dedicated to social, organizationalactivities, representation, and academic support of the students. Students‟ Union is 

known by various titles as student government, free students‟ union, student senate,students' association, guild of students, or 
government of student body etc. theseorganizations are to represent students both inside the institution and outside,including 
local and national issues. Students' unions are also responsible for providinga variety of services to students. Depending on the 
organization's makeup, studentscan get involved in the union, being active in a committee, by attending councils andgeneral 
meetings, or by becoming an elected officer. Some students' unions arepoliticized bodies, and often serve as a training ground 
for aspiring politicians.Students' unions generally have similar aims irrespective of the extent ofpoliticization, usually focusing 
on providing students with facilities, support, andservices. Indian National Students Organization, Students Federation of 
India,National Students‟ union of India, Bharatiya Janata YuvaMorcha, StudentsFederation of India, Sunni Students' 
Federation, AkhilBhartiyaVidyarthiParishad,All India Students Association, All India Students Federation, and Muslim 
StudentsFederation are major students‟ organizations in India. 
 
Objectives of the study 
1. To study the students movement in indiapre independence and post independence 
2. To study the students movement in 21st Century in India  
 
Research Methodology 
The Research is based on secondary data collected from research papers and books . 
 
Background of Students movement in India 
Students‟ Politics has more than hundred and fifty years of history in India. DadabhaiNavaroji founded „The students‟ 

scientific and historic society‟ in 1848 as a forum fordiscussion. This may be considered as the beginning of students‟ politics 

in India. Inthat tome as the part of struggle, students questioned prevailing education systemitself. The first student strike took 
place at King Edward Medical College Lahoreregarding academic discrimination between English people and Indians and 
strike wascompletely successful.  
a. British Period 
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So many students emerged and engaged in politics as a part offreedom struggle. Within the period of two years (1906-1918) 
184 persons wereconvicted in Bengal in connection with revolutionary activities and among them 68were students. Second 
All India College Students Conference was held at Ahmedabadin 1912 and “Charka Swaraj first and education later” was 

adopted as the slogan ofthe conference.. SwadeshiMovement (1905) which gave students a revolutionary outlook which asked 
them toboycott colleges as well as British goods. It encouraged students for active politics.'Charka Swaraj first and Education 
after' was the main motto of students at that timeas mentioned (Altbach, 1966). The All India College Students Conference 
held atNagpur in1920 as a part of 1st Non Cooperation Movement (1919), the resolution onnon-co-operation and to boycott 
of schools, colleges and other educational institutionsof British government was passed with an overwhelming majority. 
Boycotting ofschools and colleges became an integral part of the non-cooperation movement. 2ndNon Cooperation Movement 
(1930) was another call to students. Students ledprocessions, organized agitations and marches as well as were arrested in 
largenumbers in Punjab, Bengal, Utter Pradesh and Maharashtra. This was one of the mostactive periods of political agitation 
by students of the country. First time, in thehistory of India‟s freedom, there was such a large majority of students involved in 
astruggle is Quit India Movement (1942).  The students were totally committed to work for the freedom of thecountry. The 
Independence of the nation was one of the turning points of the studentpolitics in India as well. A drastic chance took place 
within the leadership of thestudents‟ politics. In 1947 the All India Student Congress Federation  brokenapart and it converted 
in to National Students‟ union of India . It became thestudent wing of the Congress party. The different students‟ political 

groups wereemerged in to the different states or a specific locality.  
 
b. After Independence 
The NavNiraman StudentMovement in Gujarat (1973), Bihar Student Movement (1974), Asam StudentMovement (1979), and 
All Jharkhand Students‟ union (1986) are the examples.Another phase of the student politics started with the beginning of the 
1990s with thedawn of the Globalization, Privatization and Liberalization agenda, proliferation ofmedia and emergence of post 
modernity etc. (Strange Beam, 2008). 
Like other social movements, students‟ movements in India have emerged in criticaljunctures responding to issues and 

challenge faced by them and society at large. Various important struggles for freedom were led by student community. The 
students successfully managed to shutdown most of the schools and colleges and involved most of leadershipresponsibilities 
and provided the link between the underground leaders and themovement (Altbach, 1966.Perspectives and ideas within the 
leadership of the students‟ movements in the postindependent era exceptionally changed. Still, students are responding to the 
criticalissues of each period and agitating in the forefront. They are actively involved in AntiEmergency Movement, Mandal 
Agitations and Naxalite movement. The Naxalitemovement was powerful in the states like West Bengal, Kerala, AP and Bihar. 
In1967 the Naxalite movement in West Bengal drew the best of students from Calcuttaand elsewhere in to the struggle. Large 
number of youths from student communityjoined the campaign against landlordism, feudal exploitation and social humiliation 
ofthe tribal people, landless peasants and agricultural laborers at the hand ofmoneylenders. They supported the village peasant 
communities in maintainingdiscipline as well as in activities such as seizure of corps. Severe repression in WestBengal and 
Kerala led to a large number of students getting killed or arrested for theirinvolvement in Maoist-activities and Chipko 
movement. Chipko movementencouraged students to organize educational padayatras to villages during threevacations, which 
becomes the most important means of mass education (Jayaram,1979). 
Dalit movements: Republic YuvakSangatan (1961) is the first dalit studentmovement in Indian history. It was formed to fight 
the disease of casteism, to provideprotection to scheduled casts and to survey cast atrocities. Another movementfounded by 
B.R. Ambedkar was 'All India Scheduled Caste Students Federation.'With the formation of the Republican Party Republican 
Students Federation' was also formed' later it was changed as Vidharaba Republican Students Federation .The first of Its  
conference was held at Pulgaon in 1967, 2nd, 3rd and 4th conventionswere held at Amravati (1970), Dhamangaon (1971) and 
Akola (1974) respectively. 
Its main objective of  is to follow the path initiated by Lord Buddha andadopted by Ambedkar. With  its emergence , various 
small organized units ofstudents have got merged with it.It has been actively involved in college anduniversity union elections 
as well as organizing rallies and dharnas against socialdiscriminations (Ross, 1969; Ray, 1977; Dasgupta, 1974).Anti-Mandal 
Student Agitations: In 1990, the VP Singh Government declared in theRajya Sabha to implement the Mandal Commission 
report. Spontaneously wellorganized student agitations against the implementation of the Commission‟s report,spread in Delhi 

and various parts of the country. High Cast Students from St.Steephen College and Delhi School of Economics lead the 
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agitation. The agitation inRajstan continues for the 5th day. In Jaipur the students block tragic in several places(Pachauri, 
1990). In Bihar some students open fire at the L.N.Missra Institute ofEconomic Development and Social Change. Students 
continued boycotting classes inDelhi, UP, and Rajstan. Three office-bearers of JNU students‟ union resign from theirposts in 

protest against the Mandal Commission. Students of Calcutta Universityboycotted classes. Students were demanding 
reservation should be given on the basisof economic conditions of the family, not on the basis of caste (India Today, 1990). 
 
c. Students’ Movements in 21st Century: 
In 21st century, few big incidents happened where students participated in largenumber, are the anticorruption movement led 
by social activist Anna Hazare, thehorrible gang rape of 23 year old paramedical student in moving bus in 2012, and JNU‟scase 
(Anti-national slogan, KanahiyaKumar‟s arrest, police raid in JNU-campus andwarrant against some students and resignations 
of some students etc.). All theincidents had nationwide outreach and mobilized all sections of society to pressurizegovernment 
for larger social cause. However, the nature and character of thesemovements were very different from those of pre-
independence and emergencyperiod both in numbers and dedication. Nowadays students‟ politics has acquiredlarger platform 

in protesting against government policies. Most of the Students‟unions in India are politicized and the mob of students is being 

used to agitate againstopposite parties in many states. Many students‟ groups in Indian campuses aresponsored by colleges or 

universities and elections are held under the sponsorship andsupervision of university administration keeping aside some 
universities like JNUwhere entire election process is being accomplished by student community itself. Thedepoliticization of 
Indian campus has took place due to Semester examination systemwhich only increases the extra burden of appearing for the 
exam twice in a yearwithout gaining any extra knowledge as compared to previous system. The students‟unions are using 

social networking platform to mobilize students in their favourresulting in large number of registration. And the interest of 
student community hastransformed from the political realm to cultural and social activities like organizing fresher parties, 
cultural and hostel nights without engaging themselves in the issues ofnational importance. The interest of the student 
community has shifted from thepolitical realm to cultural and social activities (JagdishSonrish, 2009). 
 
Conclusion 
The approach of Indian political leaders toward student movements has gone throughmany tenets. The involvement of the 
students in the freedom struggle was welcomedby many tall leaders like Gandhi, Nehru and Bose. However, after independence 
thestudent movements were seen as a threat for the smooth functioning of government.Later the students were asked to play 
their role in reconstructing the national economyby providing best human resources. The careerism was given more importance 
insteadof political activism. The government set up many codes of discipline for universitystudents like University Grant 
Commission‟s guidelines on discipline. The report ofLyngdoh Committee is another move to restrict student community from 

involvingthemselves in political activities in universities. Many people believe that studentsmust be given say in the 
formulation of educational policies for inclusive highereducation in India. It would not be wise idea to set four wall boundaries 
for studentcommunity to perform only academic activities. They should be given an atmospherewhere they can ask for their 
rights without any fear of getting rusticated or expelledfrom university. At last, it would only be said that education and 
agitation for therights must go together. Strong administrative measures have often succeeded incrushing student agitations. 
Students‟ politics is a need of present time to produceeducated leaders for the country and for the fair politics in the country. 
Since, ourcountry lacks educated leaders in each and every field especially in politics. To leadany country, always educated 
and experienced personalities are needed and that couldbe fulfilled through students‟ politics of the country. Inclusive 

education and inclusivesociety are the matter of discussion since independence but inclusive politics isequally important and 
students‟ politics is one of the best ways to get inclusion intothe politics of our country. 
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Abstract: 
Personality development, can improve the leadership quality in college days.  Youth can bring happiness among the people, 
and the way schooling is done can help to develop not only the environment, but the happiness altogether in life.  This paper 
gives you the answer to the leadership qualities, and potential qualities of youth, developing the leadership qualities from the 
college days, bringing the upcoming leader and the decisions that have been taken for the upbringing of leadership qualities, 
and youth may get a chance to develop their leadership qualities by applying through the Students’ Union leadership programs. 

This is a survey in upbringing challenges faced in day-to-day life right at the survival of college days.  This is an attempt to 
understand different facets of Students’ Union.  Students’ Union today face a variety of day-to-day challenges, it is an impact 
of the students’ association with these groups that tries to cultivate the habit of leadership qualities among the youth of the 
new era.  Researcher also wants to make the students aware of different groups who try to promote in leadership qualities 
Keywords: Leadership, Student’s Union,Youth,Union Leadership Programmes. 
 
Introduction: 
According to Swami Vivekananda , supreme value of youth period is incalculable and indescribable. Youth life is the most 
precious life. Youth is the best time. The way in which you utilize this period will decide the nature of coming years that lie 
ahead of you. Your happiness, your success, your honor and your good name all depend upon the way in which you live now, 
in this present period. Remember this. This wonderful period of the first state of your life is related to you as the soft wet clay 
in the hands of the potter. Skillfully the potter gives it the right and correct shapes and forms, which he intends to give. Even 
so, you can wisely mould your life, your character, your physical health and strength, in short your entire nature in any way in 
which you make up your mind to do. And you must do this now.  As rightly said by Swami Vivekananda that young 
generations, your future depends largely upon how you utilize this period of life.  In most the Universities the courses are 
designed to focus on physical, social, skill and intellectual development of youth 
If the habits of the person are dependent in the environment under which he/she grows,then, it is expected to nurture during 
the college days.  The right to work is a fundamental human right enshrined in the constitution. Each aspect of life depends on 
the world of work to an extent that now ‘live is to work and to work is to live’ has become a reality. Personality development 
courses are part of young generations and pose acute problems for educated young people.. 
Lyngdoh Committee report, in spite had left nothing in ruining the students‟ politicsin Indian colleges and universities as 

mentioned above, accepted the needs andimportance of students‟ politics and needs of union in Indian colleges and 

universitiesby this statement: “Universities and colleges across the country must ordinarilyconduct elections for the 

appointment of students to student representative bodies.These elections may be conducted in the manner prescribed herein, 
or in a mannerthat conforms to the standards prescribed herein.” The above statement is clearlyaccepting the needs and 

significance of students‟ union. That is why the commissionorders all the colleges and universities of the country to conduct 
students‟ election andconsider students‟ representation though through selection procedure, if election is notpossible, because 
of unfavorable circumstances in colleges and universities. Being acountry with a high youth population, there are several 
people who believe thatstudents should participate in politics. Students‟ unions are important as they act as amediator between 

the administration and the student population and because theyhave the power to work for the welfare of the students. For 
instance, Madras ChristianCollege‟s students‟ union does not only address students‟ concerns but also providesstudents with 

opportunities to exhibit their talents. They conduct activities such as recycling plastic bottles, creating a waste management 
system and providingscholarships and concessions to needy students (Sajjad, 2012). 
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Time comes when students need to take bigger actions in the form of massmovements for the welfare of the people. For 
example, after the suicide of RohithVemula in Central University of Hyderabad, students protested and there was amovement 
observed in colleges and universities across India, which resulted in thecancellation of the suspension of Rohith Vemula‟s 

friends. In 2014, when a femalestudent was molested in boys‟ hostel of Jadavpur University, a movement 

called„Hokkolorob‟(make some noise) in Bengali, was started. The movement comprisedhunger strikes by the students and 
boycotting of classes and ultimately resulted in theresignation of the Vice Chancellor, Abhijit Chakrabarti. Indian campuses 
are expectedto be apolitical because most middle-class families want their children to study well, 
and get a good job rather than engage in politics as that would invite trouble.However, in my opinion, the presence of students‟ 

union is essential since they act asa link between students and the administration, help organize events and addressgrievances. 
But, at the same time, students‟ unions should not exploit or harassstudents in the name of politics. It will be better if these 
students‟ unions to workindependently of the affiliations with political parties. The affiliations of the students‟organizations 

with political parties are caused unnecessary clash among the variousgroups of students (Abimita, 2017). 
 Some of the important Students’ Unions in India include: 
• Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad 
• All India Students Federation  
• All India Democratic Students’ Organization  
• Students’ Federation of India  
• The Delhi University Students’ Union  
 
Review of Literature 
The under mentioned literature has been studied for  the subject. 
1) Pattnaik (1982) studies in detail the student politics in JNU as a case study. He classifies student organizations as left or 
right which is a result of ideological basis of politics. Students’ political preferences were investigated with various criteria as 
personality of the candidate, caste/religion, and political ideology. A relationship was determined between student’s party 

affiliation and political interests and political participation. 
2) Lyngdoh Committee (2006) was constituted by the order of the Supreme Court to examine and recommend about certain 
aspects of the student body and Students’ Union elections conducted in universities, colleges and institutions of higher 

education across India. Among the key recommendations of the committee is the disassociation of student elections and student 
representation from political parties. Age of the candidate is also limited which is between the ages of 17 and 22 for under-
graduate and 24-25 years for post graduate students for contesting elections. 
3) Bhatnagar (2013) finds out that there is a declining emphasis in education among the new breed of student leaders.The 
academic performance is no longer treated as the cornerstone of success. The student leaders due to this aren’t able to convert 
into national leaders as they are unable to connect well with the people, understand their problems and solutions. The article 
further adds that politics of region, women power dominated the entire 90s. 
4) Mukherji (2013) examines the politicization of Students’ Union in India. She states that major political parties as 
Congress, BJP and CPI (M) continue to use Students’ Unions to establish their stronghold across the campuses all over the 

country. This has resulted the complete ban on the politicization of Students’ Union by the best educational institutions in the 
country like the IITs and IIMs. 
5) Vijetha (2013) in her article about ex-presidents of Delhi University Students’ Union(DUSU) finds out the former’s dis-
contentment regarding the recommendations of the Lyngdoh Committee. The ex-presidents opined that the clauses in the 
recommendations, as a student who has once contested for elections cannot contest again and age criteria resulted in the lower 
number of students sticking with the party and eventually becoming difficult in creating good leaders. 
6) Ajmal (2014) studies the student activism right from its beginning in Young Bengal Movement in the early nineteenth 
century to 2007 when the Supreme Court judgment resulted 27 percent OBC reservation. 
7) Das (2014) explains in detail about the meaning of the term governance, higher education and student’s participation. He 

states that the traditional idea of student as a passive receptor is no longer tenable in the present world. Instead there is a 
growing reorganization of students as a responsible stakeholder in the arena of higher education. He further asserted that 
Students’ Union on one hand ensures participation of students in governance while on the other hand provides the students to 
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select or elect among themselves to administer the governance of institution to which they are enrolled. 
8) Munshi (2014) revisits the dynamics of student politics from a political economic perspective using game theory. The 
paper limits itself with a particular variety of campus politics where larger political parties play a major and decisive role in 
determining campus outcomes. 
9) Sen (2014) in her paper examines the pros and cons of Students’ Union. The paper studies in brief the Lyngdoh Committee 

formed for eradicating evils which has resulted in universities and colleges due to the formation of the Students’ Union. 
10) Basu (2015) reports that University Grants Commission (UGC) has asked to all universities to implement the Lyngdoh 
Committee Report. The premier educational body has sought a report by September 18 on conducting elections to student 
bodies. The author reports on the backdrop of Maharashtra, where Students’ Union elections were banned in early 90s due to 

violent incidents and law and order problems. 
11) Sharma and Bhaumik (2017) question the existence of politics without violence in Delhi University. The paper voiced 
the views of the students that violence is unjustified and unacceptable but the ban on student politics is not the solution to curb 
violent protest. The students opined that the right to protest can’t be taken out from them. 
12) The Hindu (2017) reports that the Trinomial Congress government in West Bengal is all geared up to change the very 
nature of Students’ Union in West Bengal. It states that the state which has a long history of student politics and produced not 
only ministers and members of parliament but also chief ministers. As per the proposals the principal or college leader will 
hold the post of president of Students’ Union, likewise the college or university teacher will be the treasurer of the Students’ 

Union body. 
Researcher has studied issues pertaining to the different committees established from time to time and since the state 
government has banned working of committees, researcher has faced the challenges in putting forth the committees and their 
recommendations.  Attention is given to the primary education rather than Students’ Union.   
 
Objectives of the study. the present research study focuses on the following specific objectives: 
a. To examine the current Scenario of Student’s Union In India. 
b. To examine the importance  of Students’ Union in India. 
 
Research Methodology 
The research paper is based on Secondary data that  was collected from following sources: 
A. Publications of Education Departments, 
B. Books and Journals relevant to the study conducted 
C. Govt. gazette,  Manuals, 
D. Website references relevant to the study 
 
Status of Student’s Union in India 
Students’ Union members are in a very important position to bring about a change for the better, through experience gained, 
lead India in the political capacity in the future. They must strive to remain as apolitical as feasible and work towards 
maintaining their ideology and achieving their objectives.Students’ Unions may prove to be the essential part of colleges in 
India.Although potentially compromised by the true leaders of the Independence movement, Indian students were a key 
component to their country's independence from British rule in 1947, and went on to represent a microcosm of a world 
embroiled in the Cold War. 
Students, including educated unemployed youth, have become an important demand group in post-Independence Indian 
politics. Students have been in the vanguard of regime change. Yet, the students' political participation and mobilization in 
India is often referred to as 'unrest', 'indiscipline' (in the official parlance of Aligarh Muslim University, India's largest 
residential university, it is invariably identified as 'anti-social activities').The students are not treated as citizens having group 
interests; hence they are not supposed to be political actors. These are, needless to say, cultural constructs. 
Agitational politics and mobilization give the appearance of revolutionary potential. At residential universities (JNU, AMU, 
Banaras Hindu University, UoH, etc.), relatively unfettered conditions (in the hostels) lead them to search for personal identity 
and social meanings in ideologies and issues. 
From the 1960s onwards, migration of rural students in urban colleges, combined with the spectre of unemployment, tended 
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to drive them to agitation, as they became conscious and were able to get organized (even Aligarh's MAO College had 54 
percent of its students from rural areas till 1900 AD, informs David Lelyveld). 
The University of Hyderabad is one of our best universities. It also has an intellectually sharp and articulate, hence politically 
organized and assertive, Dalit student movement. Thus, representing the upward mobility of the most historically oppressed 
social groups who are articulating their grievances and urge for empowerment, and thereby strengthening our democracy. 
Senior student leaders/alumni provide the personnel and political resources (at times for partisan and factional politics too). In 
most cases, easy access to political careers and the benefits of power have led students to act as tools and pawns in the hands 
of self-serving politicians and also aligning with reactionary political formations.It dissipated their potential and capacities to 
challenge the rot afflicting the established political system. 
Between 1965 and 1975, parts of India witnessed strong student movements -- the Navnirman Andolan in Gujarat and the 
Sampurna Kranti (Total Revolution or Jaya prakash movement) in Bihar -- against rampant corruption in the government and 
universities. 
These movements, in many ways, were also the manifestation of organized assertions of new rural elites, the backward castes, 
who had made their ways in higher education, but consummate employment opportunities were yet to be offered. 
Around this time, a section of students of premier institutions like St Stephen's College in Delhi and Presidency College in 
Calcutta ventilated their anger against rural discontent and the State's willful failures in implementing land reforms. Some 
students joined the extremist Naxalite movement. 
Strong administrative measures have often succeeded in crushing student agitations. The threat of repression and intimidation 
worked wonders for the moment, and pliant, committed, prejudiced vice-chancellors and their sycophant aides and advisors 
took charge. 
These elements, say Lloyd I Rudolph and Susanne H Rudolph (In Pursuit of Laxmi, 1987), failed to realize that student 
agitations cannot be dealt with merely as a law and order problem.Hence, rather than repression, persuasion and conceding the 
legitimate demands should be the preferred ways of dealing with student agitations. Many times only real grievances and 
discontentment influence students to mobilize. 
Among the rare exceptions could be the study of geographer Craig Jeffrey (now at Oxford University), whose study (2009) of 
the student-fixers on the Meerut University campus attempted to expose the rot within academia. 
During the 1970s and 1980s, the hostels of some universities were hideouts for criminals wielding illegal arms and crude 
bombs. In Muzaffarpur, the hostels had become sites of shootouts and killings emerging out of intra-upper caste gang rivalries. 
Such a dispute once resulted in the killing of a principal of a premier college in Chapra. 
A very ordinary chronicle, hence academically least noticed, P N Gour's study (1984) of the student unrest at the University 
of Bihar during 1967 and 1972, and some of the news reports of the 1980s, testify how some universities were turned into 
fiefdoms of various upper castes. 
The colleges were opened by upper caste landlord-politicians who recruited their own caste-men, and then these colleges were 
taken over by the government. 
This arrangement provided upper caste elites practically with almost cent percent reservation in recruitments. This very social 
class already obtained medical and engineering degrees through capitation fees at private educational institutions. 
Yet, this very social class, conveniently forgetting all these instances of gross casualties of merit, invoked the arguments of 
meritocracy while vehemently opposing the implementation of the Mandal Commission in the 1990s providing reservation of 
27 per cent for the backward castes in public employment. 
Similarly, in the name of gender justice, we insiders can see how the pettiest possible dirty politics of score-settling and nasty 
jealousies and bickering of professionally deficient and under-accomplished academics are prevalent even on the best of our 
campuses. 
One can go on multiplying such instances, but the rot within academia remains pitifully under-explored and therefore 
unarticulated. 
The students and youth movements as well as the Teachers’ Associations shy away from articulating their own deeply 

entrenched follies. We hardly have comprehensive histories of even the oldest surviving, and influential Students 
Organizations such as the All India Students’ Federation and the Samajwadi Yuvajan Sabha. 
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Importance of Students’ Union in India 
A better understanding of student perceptions of quality and standards, leading to the possibility of more effective relationships 
within and across institutions, academic and student groups that are better equipped to understand student engagement and 
thus facilitate enhancement. The complete development of the student takes place in young generations.  Along with 
examination, they are expected to develop certain qualities and such students come together with a purpose and develop the 
nation.  When we look back at our history, our studentshave proved to be having changed a country’s social, economic and 

political frame. Student power was formed during Indian national movement on the call of M. K. Gandhi, S. C. Bose, and J. 
P. Narayan. The 1905Swadeshi Movement had a broad scope due to the involvement of young students. The civil disobedience 
movement also witnessed the spark of the student political power. Similarly, Assam students united against the Cunningham 
Circular. The students of Kashi Hindu University came forward as powerful equipment in the Quit India Movement. In the 
India political history; two movements are the landmark to symbolize the power of Students’ Union. One is the J. P. movement 

of 1974 and the other is the Assam student’s movement, which has made a mark in the society. 
Organized student movement in India is eighty years old as its origin dates back to 1936 when a permanent All India Student 
Federation was mooted to “prepare the students for citizenship in order to take their due share in the struggle for complete 
national freedom”. Since then, the students of India have been “arousing their social, political and economic consciousness”. 
They refused to work only within the realm of issues facing the students but went ahead and participated in steering the ship 
of the government. Student movements in India have always shown concern for wider sociopolitical issues. 
The recent spate of protests at the prestigious Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) in Delhi and the formation of human chain 
to condemn the arrest of JNUSU President Kanhaiya Kumar is just one such incident. If JNU demands dropping of “arbitrary 

charges” of sedition against Kumar, student in the past had raised several other demands that they felt were necessary to fix 
aberrations in society. 
The youth is the future of every nation. It is only right that they in their capacity learn to work towards the progress of the 
nation. Since the era of the Congress Party domination, the Students’ Unions in India has developed a complex tradition of 

student politics. Most of these unions are affiliated to a political party and actively participate in any current crisis, especially 
those related to students 
 
Conclusion 
The State, under neo-liberal economic dictates, is trying to curb the students and youth movements (as also the workers and 
peasants movements), and therefore obvious alarming suspicions against some of the Subramanian report's recommendations 
from sections of stake-holders.For long, academicians have spoken from the high moral pedestal sitting in judgment against 
bureaucrats and politicians. In recent times, some media houses, subservient to rapidly triumphant crony capitalism, have also 
become outrageously slavish.In such a scenario, the onus on academics has increased manifold. They need to become self-
critical, in order to become self-corrective. The need of the hour is while fighting these out, the other stake-holders in academics 
must also look at the rot within and must reflect self-critically.Otherwise, we will be face-to-face with a huge disconnection 
between the common masses and the campuses. In such a scenario, all the resistance to an unjust order will become weaker, 
subverting and defeating the noble purposes of campus politics we claim to champion.These disconcerting aspects of academia 
remain woefully under-studied. The rotten politics within the temples of knowledge remain under-explored and under-exposed. 
The higher bureaucracy writes self-critical accounts, Bollywood makes movies exposing dirty practices prevalent within the 
industry, but the darker aspects of the politics of knowledge remain a closely guarded and unarticulated secret. 
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